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What Is the IBC?What Is the IBC?

A model building code developed by the 
International Code Council.
A set of standards that specify the minimum 
acceptable level of safety for building 
construction.
A document containing standardized 
requirements for the design and construction of 
buildings.



Why use the IBC?Why use the IBC?

To regulate building construction.
To protect public health, safety, and general 
welfare as they relate to the construction of 
buildings.
To provide architects and engineers a starting 
point.
To consolidate existing building codes.



History (Building Codes)History (Building Codes)
1800 B.C

Babylonian emperor enforces Code of Hammurabi.
1700’s

Washington & Jefferson encourage development of building regulations.
1900’s

Insurance companies encourage the development of building codes.
1915: Building Officials and Code Administration International (BOCA)

– Developed BOCA National Building Code: Used mainly in Northeast
1927: International Conference of Building Officials (ICBO)

– Developed Uniform Building Code: Used mainly in Midwest & West
1940: Southern Building Code Congress International (SBCCI)

– Developed Standard Building Code: Used mainly in South



History (IBC)History (IBC)

1994
BOCA, ICBO, & SBCCI form the International Code Council 
(ICC)

– To develop codes with no regional limitations.

1997
First edition of International Building Code (IBC) published.

2000
First comprehensive and coordinated set of the IBC 
published.
BOCA/NBC, UBC, & SBC are superceded by the IBC and no 
longer developed.



Structure of the IBCStructure of the IBC

Consists of 35 chapters and appendices.
Each chapter is broken down into sections.
Each section broken down into subsections.
Each section describes a performance criteria to 
be met or references other sections or standards 
such as ANSI, ASTM, etc.



Structure of the IBC (Chapters)Structure of the IBC (Chapters)
1: Administration
2: Definitions
3: Use and Occupancy 
Classification
4: Special Detailed Requirements 
Based on Use and Occupancy
5: General Building Heights and 
Areas
6: Types of Construction
7: Fire-resistant-rated Construction
8: Interior Finishes
9: Fire Protection Systems

10: Means of Egress
11: Accessibility
12: Interior Environment
13: Energy Efficiency
14: Exterior Walls
15: Roof Assemblies and Rooftop 
Structures
16: Structural Design
17: Structural Tests and Special 
Inspections
18: Soils and Foundations



Structure of the IBC (Chapters)Structure of the IBC (Chapters)
19: Concrete
20: Aluminum
21: Masonry
22: Steel
23: Wood
24: Glass and Glazing
25: Gypsum Board and Plaster
26: Plastic
27: Electrical
28: Mechanical Systems

29: Plumbing Systems
30: Elevators and Conveying 
Systems
31: Special Construction
32: Encroachments into the Public 
Right-of-Way
33: Safeguards During 
Construction
34: Existing Structures
35: Referenced Standards



Structure of the IBCStructure of the IBC



Development of the IBCDevelopment of the IBC

IBC developed by Technical Subcommittees
Subcommittees overseen by the Steering Committee 
and Performance Committee of ICC.

Who is part of the committees?
– Code Officials (BOCA, ICBO, SBCCI)
– Design Professionals
– Trade Associations
– Builders & Contractors
– Manufacturers & Suppliers
– Government Agencies



Development of the IBCDevelopment of the IBC

Technical Subcommittees
General Subcommittee

– Chapters 1-2, 5-6, 12-13, and 26-34
Structural Subcommittee

– Chapters 16-25
Fire Safety Subcommittee

– Chapters 7-9, 14-15
Means of Egress Subcommittee

– Chapters 10-11
Occupancy Subcommittee

– Chapters 3-4



Development of the IBCDevelopment of the IBC
The development of the IBC runs in 18 month cycles.

Applications and proposals due
Publish proposals
Public hearings
Publish hearing proceedings
Public comments due
Publish public comments
Final public hearing
Annual meeting
Publication of code



Development of the IBCDevelopment of the IBC



Amendments to the IBCAmendments to the IBC

New editions of the IBC are published every 3 years.
Since first comprehensive edition in published in 2000, the 
ICC has published 2003 and 2006 versions.
Changes are indicated by markings in the margins.
Amended to incorporate lessons learned and new 
technology.

Intervening supplements are published between 
editions.

A supplement was published in 2004.



Amendments to the IBCAmendments to the IBC

Various states/counties have amended versions 
of the IBC and incorporated it into their building 
codes.

Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Los Angeles 
County, & Oregon



Government RegulationGovernment Regulation

Constitutionally states have jurisdiction over 
regulation of construction
The IBC has been adopted by 47 states, 
Washington, DC., U.S. Department of Defense, 
and the National Park Service.

Designed to be adopted by reference by ordinance.
Local code enforcement officials regulate 
adherence to the IBC.



Government RegulationGovernment Regulation

One or more 
international codes 
currently enforced 
statewide.

One or more 
international codes 
enforced within state 
at local level.

One or more 
international codes 
adopted statewide 
with future 
enforcement date.



Government RegulationGovernment Regulation

Disputes between the ICC and NFPA
NFPA developed it’s own code (NFPA 5000) to 
compete with the IBC.
NFPA wants to offer an ANSI-accredited, 
consensus-based alternative.
California uses NFPA 5000.



ConclusionConclusion

The IBC is a good thing for the building industry.
Consolidates previous building codes
Adopted by majority of states
“One-stop-shop”
Continually changing



Questions?Questions?
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